What is claimed is: 



1 ■ A pattern-unbonded nonwoven fabric, comprising- 

a nonwoven web having a fibrous stnlcture of individua , ^ ^ 

bond d ~ WebhaVi " 80naSUrfaCethere0fapatt ™» f -taou S ' 
bond* areas defining a firs, pfurafitv of discrefe unbonded area, and a second 
plurahty of discrete unbonded areas; 

*e firs, piurahtv „f discrete unbonded areas having a firs, characteristic; and 
>he scondpfurahty of discrete unbonded areas having a second 
1 0 characteristic different from the first characteristic. 

2- Hre fabric^^ wherei „ ^ ^ ^ 

ondejUviUnn die continuous bonded areas. 

fabric of Cairn 2^^^ fibeIS or 

— Plumhry^se^bonded areas having a, ,eas, a portion thereof 
ioHSd bonded within the continuous bonded areas. 

of claim 3, wherein the nonwoven web having . percent b„ nd n of 
percent to about 50 percent. 




5. The fabric of claim 1, wherein the 



nonwoven web includes melt-spun filaments. 



including multicomponent filaments. ' 



7. The fabric of claim 4, wherein the 



nonwoven web includes staple fibers. 



30 8. The fabric of claim 1, further 



comprising a film layer attached to a surface of the 
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discrete unbonded areas. P^my 01 

5 .The fabric of clai, ^her co.prising a second nonwoven web having a 
fibrous structure of individual fibers or filament, th, . , 

laminated to r t ' 8CCOnd n ° nWOVen web b ^g 

laminated to the first nonwoven web. 

^^^^au^»aractenstic is a second ODacitvJ<^rfi^ 
*>^M«fta<*«*l«* ^2**v^eco„d „ paclty tevel 

U^.e ftWjrfefiSrC .herein toe to chaotic is a Bm tensjle 
whe^ond charac.eris.ic is . xcmi ^ « ~ 

20 ;ir fawc ° r c,aim 1 1 • wherei - ,he fe ' > — 
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't ^ ° f daim Wte - »• ^ charae.eris.ie is a firs, s.iffl,ess and 
where,n .he second eharae.eris.ie is a seeond stiffness. 

30 si"* & "r; f Chim '* Wherei " ** S ' iffi - * «— *an to second 
a, lfl hesss„ch t ha, t he„o„ W ovenwehinare.o»i„c lu di„ gth e seco „ dplurai ; of 
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discrete unbonded 



areas more easily bends. 



17- The fabric of claim 15, wherein 
stiffness. 



the second stiffness 



is greater than the first 




'° 71,6 fabric °f claim 18, wherein 
fluid flow. 



the second fluid flow 



is greater than the first 



15 
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« least one second region mota*^" 
— ""a. defines a second^^T " ° f owta »" "*«W 

JJ^ond pattern „ dlfferen( tha „ fte fa ^ 





region adjacen, a. ta ^^T" 

"wlKreinthetranatton region ineludes 
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pis 



jpr a 



Q 



# 

a ftird panen, of c „„ linu o us bonded ^ ^ ^ a ^ 
unbonded ^^P^W,,.^^^ 



pattern 




eb of claim 21, wherein the first Mttem 



cond pattern creates a second 



creates a first characteristic; and 



characteristic. 



26. The web of clato 25^erei„ ft. fc( characteristjc „ , fo( 
10 is higher than tfie/first opacity level. 

27. yi of claim 25, wherein the first characteristic is a first tensile strength 
the second characteristic is a second tensile strength, the second tensile ' 
is greater than the first tensile strength. 



fength 
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2^hewe b „f cIaim27 , whereintheKcondtaiies ^ jsabout ^ 



^ 2, ^^27,^^^^.^^ 



30. The web of claim 27, wherein the 
greater than the first tensile strength. 



second tensile strength is about nine pounds 



IT /Therein the second characteristic is a second stiffness, 
discrete unbonded areas more easily bends 

30 
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greater than the first 



34> The we ° of claim 25, wherein the fi u 

^^^^^ ^^ ^ a ^trr;" 0 " - ^ ^<^ 

second fluid flow being 




10 



is greater than the first 



W 
01 



37. A mechanical fastening svstem 
15 7 s system, comprising- 

a male component- * 



a receiving 
incl 
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rea including a fire*-* — 

^jSajiKt-region and a second region *.« . 
rtncH o . ie S 10n > the first region 

TSt Pattem of < terete unbonded area * 




25 39. A disposable absorbent article, 
a bodyside liner; 
an outer cover; 
an absorbent structure 



comprise 





a male component; and 



!a rt'cle, the fastening tab 
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^femai^omponent joined to the outer cover an d adapted for re i eaffa fa1e~ 

engagement with the mdej^OBipoTlent; ' 

female com^nentt^m?ri5n7the pattern-unbonded i 
-claim 1. 



nonwoven fabric of 



40. A process for for 
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ividual fibers 



opposedly positioned 
g a patterned outer 
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jing a pattern-unbonded nonwoven fabric, comprising^ 
forming a fifst Lnwoven web having a fibrousVu 

or filaments; 
feeding the noUoven web into a nip defined be 
first add second rolls, at least the firsi 
surface; 

rotating the first and second rollsin^posite directions 
bonding the ntnwoven web^pfeaTiSn^fl^t^ 
surfac jjhepeof a pattern of continuous bonded 
plural: ty of discrete unbonded areas and a second 
unbon^areas, the first plurality of discrete unb 



ar 



essure to form on a 
;as defining a first 
plurality of discrete 
nded areas provide 



a characteristic that differs from the second plura ity of discrete 
uribon Jed areas. I 

20 41 . Thep/cess of oL 40, further comprising feeding the no^oven web into the 
rap defined between he first and seeond mils, wherein the firstld second rolls 
have/panemed outer urfaces, and bonding the nonwoven web I ap pIication of heat 
and pressure to fomtyn a. least two surfaces the first and second patterns. 

25 42. The process of claim 40, further comprisine 

forming a second nonwoven webjravlng a fibnras structure of individual 

fibers or filaments; 
feeding the first and sec<md nonwoven webs into the nip; and 
bonding the first^econd nonwoven web together to form a pattern- 
unbonded nonwoven laminate. 
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«• A dispel afc*^ «^ 

^«o„ dreg , onextendsbeyondthesae ^ 
+» The article of claim 43, wherein,,. 

4S - The ^icle of claim 43 who • , 

^^^^^^^^ 

46. The article of claim 43 

4 ?- The article of claim ai l. 

e-tao. hooded area that defines , ' 
«H tte third patten, bemg . ^^Pte% of discrete 



unbonde 
patter 



49> The ^cle of^laim 40 • , 
30 ' sW ^'he fc ^^^^^ 
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wherein the 



'cle of claim 48, wherein the first 



___iecoad characteristic is , ser Z ******* is -^t^si^ CT 

5 51. The article of claim 50, wherein the second, , 

P°^s. Second tab strength is about twenty- 



engthf 



two 



w 

i s 
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length is about thirteen 




»■ The article of claim 50, wherein th 



-5A T he article o f claim as ,„u . 

^^n dC h:;^ 



55- The article of claim 54, wherein 
stiffiiess such that the 



ic is a second stiffness, 
the first stiffness is 
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nonwovenwebin; 
^eas more easily bends. 



^tffflessrancT' 



greater than the second 



terete unbonded are,, _ IZ ^ second pl^ of 



56- The article of claim 54, wherein th„ 

stiffness. '^eremthe second stiffness 



is greater than the first 
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wherei 




*» ft* fluid flow ' ^ ' he « low being 



afferent 



is greater than the first 
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